
This is a collection of the top three stories for each 

province written by learners in the Eastern Cape, 

Limpopo and the Western Cape for the 2021 

Growsmart Story Writing Competition. Growsmart 

is a CSI initiative by Growthpoint Properties.

These stories share the creativity, experiences, hopes 

and dreams of a diverse group of young people.  The  

book’s design showcases the writers’ voices through 

layout and careful use of their illustrations.
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A Message from 
Dwarsrivier Chrome 
Mine and Growthpoint 
Properties

Stories have been around for as long as humans have 

been able to communicate. In fact, storytelling is what 

ties generations to each other and ensures that we stay 

connected and remembered. This special book has a 

selection of wonderful stories, written by our very talented 

Growsmart story writers – all of them children. This book is 

a delightful representation of South African children (and 

their families and friends) and allows us to delve into their 

challenges, joys and experiences while growing up.

This year, we received an astounding 127 submissions in 

Limpopo, 159 in the Western Cape and 

170 submissions in the Eastern Cape. 

This 7th edition of Children 

Writing to Grow Smart 

comprises stories written by 

learners in Grades 4 to 6, most 

of whom come from previously 

disadvantaged communities. 

For most, English is not their first 

language. This book celebrates these young authors, who 

wrote their stories without any assistance. It reminds us that 

4 C H I L D R E N  W R I T I N G  T O  G R O W  S M A R T  2 0 2 1
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even the young have important stories and messages to 

share with the world.

As Growsmart celebrates its 12th year, we are extremely 

proud to provide a platform for these talented children, thus 

continuing to encourage them to grow, learn and thrive.

Estienne de Klerk,  

Growthpoint SA CEO 

Mr Pius Monyela,  

Dwarsrivier Chrome Mine SED Superintendent
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Message from the  
Eastern Cape Department 
of Education

EDUCATION

“I can shake off everything as I write; my sorrows disappear, my 

courage is reborn.” – Anne Frank 

Writing is an important skill that enables one to express 

oneself, and articulate ideas effectively. Taking those first 

steps towards writing a story can be both a fun and daring 

activity for anyone. Through thinking up, planning and 

writing a story, children learn to put their thoughts into 

order and use written language to communicate their ideas 

in a variety of ways. Finding ideas and inspiration for writing 

a story can be quite daunting and demanding. But when 

children engage in this creative writing, their imagination is 

pushed and they are stimulated to ‘think outside the box’. 

The explosion of social media has completely changed 

the way people communicate with each other. While this 

communications boom may have its educational benefits, 

a possible negative side effect is beginning to take hold in 

our classrooms. Cyber slang and shorthand is suspected 

of damaging learners’ writing acumen. However, 

in this collection it is refreshing to find 

that, despite ever increasing social media 

influence, learners can still write at length 

in a cohesive, structured manner to express 

their thoughts well. 
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When creating the stories, it was required of learners that 

they plan effectively and organise their ideas in a coherent 

and well assembled way. They had to edit their first drafts 

and present a polished and interesting final piece which 

is unique and authentic. Not only were their writing skills 

assessed, but also their ability to illustrate their stories in a 

vivid, clear and meaningful way, in the form of  

original drawings. 
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This resulting book provides learners 

with a sense of accomplishment. 

Completing and feeling good about a 

piece of writing that one has worked hard 

on promotes confidence. This is an essential 

element of personal growth and productivity in all 

facets of education. 

On behalf of the Eastern Cape Department of Education, 

we thank Growthpoint Properties for inviting learners to 

participate in this creative writing competition. The learners 

who contributed their stories to this diverse collection come 

from primary schools in the Nelson Mandela Bay and Buffalo 

City Metro Municipality districts. 

Well done to those schools who participated in this project. 

This is an ideal opportunity for improving learners’ abilities 

to use writing as a mouthpiece for their thoughts, feelings 

and imagination. 

It can be said, without a doubt, that the competition has 

brought to light several outstanding stories from aspiring 

young writers. The stories as well as the illustrations are 

diverse and rich, featuring various aspects of the lives of our 

young learners. 

It is our hope that this collection will inspire other learners 

to write and develop the passion for storytelling. We urge 

their teachers to continue encouraging them to use written 

words to communicate their experiences and emotions 

competently to others. 

Ms B.L. Gwele, 
Acting Director: Primary Curriculum Management 

Eastern Cape Department of Education
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Message from the 
Limpopo Education 
Department 

To be able to write a story is a special gift that not only 

benefits the writer (ability to express themself) but also the 

reader (ability to learn and enjoy the story). It encourages 

learners to expand their knowledge of the world around 

them, and share their discoveries with others. Storytelling 

forms the basis for communication and understanding, and 

teaches learners to read for meaning. 

The last couple of years, due to the COVID-19 pandemic,  

have been very testing for educators and learners alike. That  

is why a programme such as this, that encouraged learners  

to study, read, write and review, in a covid-safe manner, was 

so warmly received. 
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Educators found it inspiring to mentor their learners, and 

provide guidance that allowed the learners to express 

themselves better. We are incredibly proud and excited to 

see three of these stories published. This gives learners from 

Limpopo a voice, and inspires other learners to follow suit. 

On behalf of the Limpopo Department of Education, we 

thank Dwarsrivier Chrome Mine and Growthpoint Properties 

for inviting learners to participate in this creative writing 

activity. The learners who submitted their stories for inclusion 

in this diverse anthology come from primary schools 

across the Limpopo Province. We commend those schools 

for embracing the challenge to improve their language 

performance.

S. H. Dinkwanyane, Circuit Manager
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Writing is the painting of the voice – Voltaire 

Writing is certainly not frivolously scribbling words out on 

a page. In a well-written story, every word counts. Every 

sentence, every paragraph, should mean something. Every 

word is carefully chosen and purposeful. This takes extensive 

practice – editing, rewriting, editing, rewriting …

Kenneth Hoskisson states the following: ‘Writing stories 

is an effective means of helping children learn to read, to 

know about and understand literary devices, and to gain 

knowledge of grammatical structures they can use in  

their writing.’

But as much fun as it can be, writing a story can also seem 

like a challenge to a young person (or an adult!). By 

familiarizing a learner with how authors create 

stories and what the different parts of a story are, 

introducing visual or written prompts that inspire 

him or her to think of story ideas, and encouraging 

them to plan before starting to write, you will assist 

the child to make a complete and creative story. 

Writing helps learners understand what is happening 

in their own world, what is happening in the worlds of 

those close to them, and what all of it means.

A message from 
the Western Cape 
Education Department
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It is expected of Intermediate Phase learners to learn how 

to write by mastering different skills. They are taught how to 

grab and hold a reader’s attention. They discover how word 

choice impacts one’s emotions as a reader by also inferring 

the things that are left unsaid. It is in stories that learners 

can demonstrate values of empathy, respect, tolerance 

and caring, as promoted by the Western Cape Education 

Department’s Values Driven Learning Vision. 
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The WCED therefore believes that the basic features of good 

writing can be taught, extended and refined through expert 

effort in all classrooms. This collection of stories is testament  

to that.

On behalf of the Western Cape Education Department, 

we thank Growthpoint Properties for inviting learners to 

participate in this creative writing competition. The learners 

who contributed their stories to this diverse collection come 

from primary schools across the Cape Metropole. We laud 

the schools for taking up the challenge in the process of 

improving learners’ ability to use writing as a way to transfer 

their thoughts and feelings. 

The competition has uncovered a 

number of outstanding stories from 

inspiring young writers. The stories as well 

as the illustrations are diverse and rich. They 

feature various aspects of the lives of our  

young learners.  

It is our hope that this collection will inspire 

other learners to write and develop the 

passion for storytelling and that their teachers will continue 

to encourage them to use words to communicate their 

experiences and emotions competently  

to others.

Portia Smit, 
Project Coordinator  

Western Cape Education Department

C H I L D R E N  W R I T I N G  T O  G R O W  S M A R T  2 0 2 1 1 5  
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A message from 
Novus Holdings

Future Foundations, which is the Novus Holdings’ social 

investment programme, is firmly rooted in the belief that 

education is key to sustainable development. The programme 

aims to empower lives and transform communities 

by building strong foundations for future growth and 

development.

The Growsmart Story Writing project shares the same 

philosophy as Future Foundations as it truly empowers its 

beneficiaries by giving them a hand up and not a hand-out. 

For this reason we are honoured to once again be associated 

with this project, with our print division, Novus Print, 

producing this remarkable book and proudly supporting  

this cause.

We would like to thank Growthpoint Properties for ensuring 

the continued success of this competition, and mostly for 

providing an enriching platform to our talented youth, thus 

encouraging them to learn and grow.

Congratulations to all the participants and winners of the 

competition. You have done us and South Africa proud.

Peter Metcalfe,  
Group Executive: Sales and Marketing  

Novus Holdings

Printing  
sponsored by

A division of Novus Holdings
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A message from 
Via Afrika

At Via Afrika, we usually work with educational texts that help 

teachers and learners discover the joys of education. It is our 

task to team up with the authors, editors, illustrators, book 

designers, typesetters and printers to craft one person’s  

vision into a living object that benefits hundreds, even 

thousands, of others.

It has therefore been our privilege to work with Growthpoint, 

the Eastern Cape, Limpopo and Western Cape education 

departments and these talented writers to publish this 

anthology of experience and imagination. We were presented 

with stories that moved or delighted; artwork that showed 

aptitude and insight; and a passion that invigorated us in 

our tasks – quite an achievement for a group of people with 

many years of experience in the educational book industry. 

We look forward to being  able to participate in further 

projects  of this calibre.

Christina Watson, CEO 
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A boy loses his family after a plane 
crash and is sent to an orphanage. 
He gets adopted by a woman 
who works at the orphanage. The 
woman gets him in her house and 
locks him in her basement. What 
he finds down there changes his 
life forever. 

Believe that anything is possible

Elijah and the  
City of Wonders

Once upon a time in a very fancy part of England, lived a 

wealthy family, the Smiths. They were the happiest family 

and very close, until one horrible day. They went on holiday 

to Mexico, but Elijah, the youngest, could not go because he 

had to attend school. He stayed behind and after a whole day 

of studying he turned on the TV and got the most terrible 

news. There was a fatal plane crash and nobody survived. His 

whole family had died. 

Elijah was sent to an orphanage because he had no-one else 

to go to. No family and no friends. He was all alone at the 

horrible orphanage. The first few months were tough. They 

had to do chores and all sorts of horrible, disgusting tasks. 

Cameron Steenkamp
Grade 6 

Helderkruin Primary 

Western Cape
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They were treated like slaves. It felt like prison. He was so alone 

that he started talking to himself. He even had an imaginary 

friend called Barry. Elijah would always talk to Barry when he 

felt very lonely. 

Elijah didn’t know that while he was there, one of the workers, 

Stella Cortez, was watching him the whole time. A few 

months later he heard she wanted to adopt him. She acted 

nice, but wasn’t nice at all. Stella did everything in her power 

to adopt Elijah. She eventually got what she wanted. When 

they arrived at her house it was five times bigger than the 

house Elijah first lived in. It was the size of a mountain. 

2 1 G R O W S M A R T  S T O R Y  W R I T I N G  C O M P E T I T I O N
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Mrs Stewert, the cruel and terrifying owner of the orphanage, 

told Stella that if she decided to keep Elijah and be his 

guardian, she will fire her. Stella said that she doesn’t care one 

bit, she quits! Mrs Stewert got into her pink car and shut the 

door loudly, then drove away leaving a trail of dust. 

Elijah looked at Stella’s house. It was dark and very creepy. He 

asked her why her house was so scary and she just rolled 

her eyes, pulled him by his collar, threw him down into the 

basement and immediately locked him in. 

Elijah wondered why Stella did what she did and tried coming 

up with solutions. He started to get hungry because he could 

smell someone cooking. He wasn’t sure if he wanted to eat 

her food. He started looking through the spooky basement. 

It looked like Halloween. He then saw a mirror. It was a funny 

looking mirror because all the things were moving. He put 

C H I L D R E N  W R I T I N G  T O  G R O W  S M A R T  2 0 2 12 2 
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in his hand – it felt weird! He then moved closer and put his 

whole body in, and immediately then fell inside the magical 

mirror. 

Everything was spinning until Elijah eventually blacked out. 

When he woke up, he was in a beautiful, magical city. In front 

of him was a dwarf wearing a yellow jersey and orange pants. 

Behind him was a giant, taller than all the trees around him. 

Next to him was a pretty unicorn with a colourful horn and 

next to the unicorn was a fairy wearing a sky blue dress!  

Many other lovely creatures were around him. 

He thought he was dreaming so he pinched himself.  

The giant said, “Nope, not dreaming.” 

2 3 
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Elijah started screaming as loud as he could. The dwarf told 

him with a little voice, “We won’t harm you”. 

They took Elijah to the Queen. She asked them what type 

of creature Elijah was and he said, “I’m not a creature. I’m a 

human”. 

So everyone shouted, “Human!” 

She asked Elijah what a human was and he answered, “A 

human is a very special being.” 

So everyone shouted, “Very special being!” 

C H I L D R E N  W R I T I N G  T O  G R O W  S M A R T  2 0 2 12 4 

We Grow Smart 2021 LImpopo Edition Part 02 Text Proof 2.indd   24 2021/09/23   1:48 PM



Elijah eventually saw Barry and thought nobody would notice 

him, but everyone did. They were so happy to finally be real 

friends. The Queen had a heart of gold. She let Elijah and 

Barry live in her enormous palace. Their rooms were very 

fancy, fit for kings. Nothing like the terrible orphanage. 

The next morning Stella went down to the basement. As she 

was walking down she said a silent prayer. To her relief, she 

saw where Elijah had gone, and she broke the mirror! She 

went back upstairs smiling, knowing that she had changed a 

boy’s life forever. 

Elijah lived happily ever after in the ‘City of Wonders’. n

2 5 G R O W S M A R T  S T O R Y  W R I T I N G  C O M P E T I T I O N
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A kind little fairy named Rosetta 
was hated by an evil fairy, Amber, 
who shot her with an arrow. This 
made her lose one of her wings. 
She decided to look for Amber, 
who had fled. Rosetta wanted to 
take revenge on Amber, but found 
her lying in a hospital bed. She 
had lost a wing. This made Rosetta 
change her mind, she forgave 
Amber and they became the best 
of friends. 

The Fairy Who Lost 
Her Wings

Once upon a time there was a little fairy named Rosetta. 

She was the kindest, most beautiful, and sweetest fairy of 

all. Unfortunately, there was one fairy named Amber who 

disliked Rosetta because everyone in the village loved her. 

Every time she passed the evil fairy, the evil fairy would always 

try to harm Rosetta or kill her. 

Rosetta never feared the evil fairy because she knew that 

Amber was a coward. The evil fairy did not stop; at that point, 

she was already scheming another plan to harm Rosetta. 

Every time Rosetta would fly outside her house the evil fairy 

would always spy on her.

One day just as Rosetta flew out her house, a big arrow 

was shot in the air and struck Rosetta through her wings. 

Rosetta instantly fell to the ground and tumbled downhill. All 

the fairies in the village witnessed the tragic incident. They 

swiftly flew to Rosetta to check on her and saw that the 

arrow penetrated through her wings. Rosetta was taken to 

the village care centre. She was treated very well. She had a 

speedy recovery. 

After one year Rosetta was healed, but unfortunately she 

could not fly anymore. The fact that she could not fly 

anymore left Rosetta heartbroken and sad.

It always bothered Rosetta that she did not know who shot 

her. She suddenly got a flashback and remembered it was 

Jodané Manel
Grade 6

Dalrose Primary 

Eastern Cape
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Amber. She recalled that Amber always wanted to hurt her. 

Rosetta decided to look for Amber and started her journey 

looking for her. Rosetta looked all over the village. Still she 

did not find Amber. After Amber shot Rosetta, she fled and 

travelled to the other side of the forest.

Rosetta was determined to find Amber. One day she 

decided that she must travel through the forest to look for 

her. The villagers did not want Rosetta to embark on this 

journey on her own. They were scared that she might get 

hurt again. Rosetta did not listen to the villagers’ concerns. 

She went on this journey anyway.

Amber knew that Rosetta was looking for her. She realized 

that she could not stay in one place for too long. She had to 

keep running and travelled deeper into the forest.

Rosetta got tired of all the running and walking because she 

could not use her wings. She was extremely tired. She did 

not have the energy to walk one step further. Rosetta found 

shelter under a tree for the night. 

The following morning and she continued her search for 

Amber. Rosetta had a small leaf with a description of 

Amber on it. She went around asking every animal 

and all the mystical creatures she passed 

about Amber’s whereabouts. 

No-one had an answer for her, until one 

day when a little hedgehog, named Ally, told 

Rosetta that she had seen Amber around the 

forest lately. Ally told Rosetta that Amber was 

heading south.

Rosetta started her journey to the south. 

Once she reached her destination she saw all 

C H I L D R E N  W R I T I N G  T O  G R O W  S M A R T  2 0 2 12 8 
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Amber’s belongings and knew that Amber had to be close 

by. She did not know that a day prior to her arrival a terrible 

accident happened. A few young boys were playing with 

fireworks when one of them accidentally shot Amber. Amber 

was rushed to the nearby care centre with the help of the 

centipedes. Due to the severe injury, Amber lost one of  

her wings.

Rosetta found Amber after a few days. On her way she 

thought of ways of taking revenge on her. When she saw 

Amber on the hospital bed she immediately felt sorry for  

her because Amber did not have the support she had, back  

in the village. 

When Amber saw Rosetta, she apologised to her for 

permanently damaging her wings. Rosetta, being the kind-

hearted fairy that she is, forgave Amber and they became 

best friends. After Amber recovered they both returned 

to their village and were well-known in the forest as the 

wingless fairies. n
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My special photograph is of my 
grandmother. My mother was in 
high school when I was born. This 
story tells of how my grandmother 
cared for me like a mother and 
father, all the time I was  
growing up. 

My Special 
Photograph

Growing up being raised by a single parent is very difficult 

but to me it was very easy because of my grandmother. She 

was a father and a mother to me. She is the one in  

this picture.

My name is Naledi. I am 23 years old. I live with my mother 

and grandmother. My mother was 16 years old when that 

happened. She was at high school when I was born. My 

father disappeared in my mother’s life when I was born. My 

grandmother played a very important part by taking care of 

me while my mother was studying. That is why I adore her 

so much.

Lethabo Mohlala
Grade 6

Mante Primary 

Limpopo
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Every morning when I went to school my grandmother made 

sure that I bathed, had eaten and brushed my hair. When I 

came back from school she made sure that I ate and helped 

me with my homework. When I played she made sure that 

I was safe. We prayed before we slept and she would even 

read a story every night. That’s my grandmother!

During my adolescence my grandmother played an 

important role in my life. She was my mother. She taught me 

about the changes a girl child undergoes when she grows up. 

She taught me how to bath and keep myself clean at all time.

When I was in high school she helped me choose a subject 

for my career. My teachers thought she was my mother 

because she was always at my school. I passed my matric 

with flying colours, so I could go to university to study further. 

3 1 G R O W S M A R T  S T O R Y  W R I T I N G  C O M P E T I T I O N
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After passing my matric I went to the university where I got 

admission. She was by my side. She made sure that I got the 

right accommodation. 

I have her big, lovely photo hanging on a wall in my room. I 

look at it every day, even before I go to sleep. I love it  

so much.

When I met challenges my grandmother was there for me. 

She encouraged me to never give up. I must keep on going 

where I need to be. I graduated as a geologist with the help 

of my grandmother. We were so happy and she was so 

proud of me.
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I found work. I worked as a geologist and I worked very well. 

I built my grandmother a very big house and I also bought 

her a car.

Later on I got married and my grandmother was there, 

holding my hand while I was walking down the aisle. She 

was so proud of me. She taught me how to take care of my 

husband and kids.

I have a big photograph in my room, and in my lounge, 

of her. I wanted to be successful because of her. She is so 

special to me. I still use a blanket she bought for me. I love 

her so much. n
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A boy sees a picture of 
Johannesburg, the city of Gold. He 
then wishes to travel to the city. 
Everyone has heard about the 
hustle and bustle in Johannesburg. 
Will he be able to get to the city 
without his family knowing?

The Red Bus Trip

Mukutsuri was an extraordinary boy who lived in Kitwe 

village in the Eastern parts of Zimbabwe. Kitwe was a typical 

rural village with no access to basic services e.g. electricity, 

water and tar roads. His uncle Godknows always brought 

him old newspapers to read as they could not afford to buy 

storybooks.

One day whilst reading a newspaper, Mukutsuri saw a picture 

of the city of Johannesburg and he was amazed by the 

abundance of street lights and tons of cars. From that day 

onwards the picture was the only thing he thought about. 

He promised himself he would get to the city. The most 

surprising thing was that he kept it a secret from his family 

because he did not have a very good plan.

The Zimbabwean people who worked at a goldmine in 

Johannesburg used a bus known as ‘The Red Bus’ to travel to 

and from Johannesburg. Godknows used the bus all the time. 

Every time he went to the station Mukutsuri and his cousin 

Hardlife carried his bags. Whilst they were at the station, 

Mukutsuri looked around and planned on how he would get 

into the bus illegally the next time they accompanied  

his uncle. 

Godknows had a huge black suitcase that Mukutsuri could 

fit in. He looked at it and just smiled because he saw a good 

opportunity.

Mmathabo 
Ramasehla
Grade 5

Steelpoort Primary

Limpopo
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Later Mukutsuri went to see his friend, Tadi, who was also a 

good friend to Hardlife. Mukutsuri asked his friend, “Can you 

keep a secret?” 

Tadi replied, “Only if it will not backfire on me”. Mukutsuri 

continued to share his plan with Tadi and reasons why he 

wanted to get to the big city of Johannesburg.

His plan was to take his mother’s suitcase, the same as his 

uncle’s one. He would check if he could fit in it and make 

a few holes so that he could breathe inside. Tadi would 

make sure he swaps the bag at the station with the one for 

Godknows. When it was time to put the bags in the bus, 

Mukutsuri would get in the bus that way.

When Godknows returned to the village, both Mukutsuri and 

Tadi were ready to carry on with the plan. However, Tadi was 

concerned about Mukutsuri’s safety in Johannesburg. He had 

3 7 G R O W S M A R T  S T O R Y  W R I T I N G  C O M P E T I T I O N

We Grow Smart 2021 LImpopo Edition Part 02 Text Proof 2.indd   37 2021/09/23   1:48 PM



heard about bad things happening to children, especially in 

Johannesburg.

Then Mukutsuri went to his uncle and made an excuse that 

he would not be able to accompany him to the station the 

following day. He continued to wish his uncle a safe journey 

back to Johannesburg. During their conversation Mukutsuri 

asked a lot of questions about Johannesburg and about 

where his uncle stayed. He knew that his plan was a big risk, 

but he was adamant about getting to the city even though 

he did not have any plans once he got there.

The day came and the plan was successful. But halfway to 

Johannesburg traffic officers stopped the bus to check the 

passengers’ documents. Godknows thought his documents 

were in the suitcase so he opened his suitcase. 
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To his surprise he found Mukutsuri inside! Because they had 

travelled a long distance, he was fast asleep and did not even 

hear the bus stop for inspection. He was woken up by a 

surprised gasp from his uncle and other passengers. This plan 

put Godknows in trouble because both he and Mukutsuri did 

not have travel documents.

A few minutes later, a van of police officers arrived to fetch 

them to the police station. Mukutsuri could not explain 

himself because he was scared and did not know what 

would happen to them. Whilst in the police van Mukutsuri 

saw ‘The Red Bus’ leaving for Johannesburg. He knew that he 

would never get to the city and regretted the trouble he had 

got his uncle into. n
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Olivia is a very sweet and curious 
child who likes to ask questions 
and to talk. She wants to be 
a teacher one day. She wants 
to tell the children about her 
childhood and help them learn 
and understand things, just like her. 
Do you have as many questions as 
Olivia? Let’s read together and try 
to get some answers.

I Don’t Understand 
Why

There is a very sweet and caring girl called Olivia. She has a 

small family and she only has three friends who are very kind, 

just like her. Olivia and her friends are very respectful towards 

other people. They love people so much they even love  

their enemies.

Olivia’s friends are Riya, Hazel and Ruby but she only has one 

best friend and it is Riya. These four friends are so kind to 

people and everyone in their village knows them.

Olivia has a very sweet grandmother just like her. Her 

grandmother loves to bake and cook. She even opened a 

shop where everyone likes to get food. She has called her 

grandmother Nena since she was a small toddler. Olivia has a 

mother and a father who live in another village. Sometimes, 

but not often, they visit her and her grandmother. 

Olivia likes to eat many sweets but that is normal for a small 

girl like her. Every Sunday Olivia and her friends like to play 

soccer after going to church. They have done that since they 

were six years old. Olivia takes care of her grandmother very 

well. She is so sweet.

One night Olivia was taking a bath and all of sudden she 

jumped out of the bath quickly. She ran to her grandma and 

said, “Nena, I don’t understand why we have to take a bath.” 

Monhla Mabowa
Grade 6

Steelpoort Primary

Limpopo
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Her grandmother said, “That is a silly question to ask for a big 

girl like you. The reason we must take a bath is because we 

get dirty.” 

“But Grandma,” whined Olivia, “sometimes I don’t get dirty  

but you still tell me to take a bath.”

“Olivia, even if you don’t get dirty do you want to smell  

like old cheese?”

“No! I don’t want to smell like that!” shouted Olivia.

“Ok. I thought so. Nobody wants to smell like rotten  

cheese,” said Grandma.
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“Grandma Nena, I promise to take a bath twice a day from 

now on,” promised Olivia. 

“Olivia now go dress up and go to sleep.”

On her way to bed she felt hungry and went back to her 

grandma to ask for food. Her grandma gave her cookies to eat 

and tea to drink. It felt so good because her grandma’s baking 

was good. While Olivia was sitting and eating her cookies she 

said to her grandma that she would like to be a teacher one 

day and she would be a very nice teacher to her children.  

Her grandmother said, “I know you will be a good teacher 

one day because I can already see it now.”
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Olivia said, “Grandma I will always take for my kids at school, 

for them to enjoy.” 

“Ok my dear,” said her grandma. “You must now go to bed 

and sleep because it’s late.” 

“Ok Grandma. Goodnight,” yawned Olivia.

When she was on her way to bed, she took a story book and 

thought, I must tell Grandma that I need her to read the book 

to me. Because I want to have very nice dreams. 

But on her way to her Grandma’s room she suddenly thought 

to herself, why does she need her grandmother to read to her, 

because she can read to herself! So she sat down and read 

the book herself. n
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This story is about a girl who loses 
two of her family members. First 
her dad who got divorced from 
her mother. Then a year after that 
she lost her loving aunty. In 2020 
she joined a club called Uviwe. She 
learnt a lot about how to control 
her emotions and how to make 
the right choices. A journey well-
travelled by a young girl.

My Journey

Six years ago there was a girl named Nasya, that’s me! I lived 

with my father Joshua, mother Samantha and my brother 

Meshach. Then we moved in with my Granny Shirley and 

Aunty Melanie. I had a big family and I was very grateful. 

I always thought that I would live a happy life and nothing 

would go wrong. Until that one day when my father told 

my mother that he does not want to be part of the family 

anymore. When I heard that, my heart was broken. 

The rest of my days I felt like nothing till my aunty called me. 

She said, “Nasya I know you are not yourself anymore, but can 

you please accept what your father wants. Please! You can 

come to me for anything.”

I said “Okay”. After that I went to her for everything. The 3rd 

of June 2016 my aunty died. It was the worst thing that could 

ever happen to me. I felt like I also died. From Grade 3-4 I was 

not myself. I never talked. I only talked with my friends and 

nobody else. 

Seasons changed, life went on. In 2020 my mother put me 

in a club called Uviwe. After school I would go and do my 

homework there. Uviwe is a safe place for children from 

Grade 4-7. At Uviwe you can tell the teacher, whose name is 

Adrianne, anything that’s on your mind. Ever since I joined 

Uviwe, my life changed. I spoke more and I just felt more like 

myself again. 

Nasya Williams 
Grade 6

Gelvandale Primary

Eastern Cape 
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Every time when I was in class I would think about my  

brother, Meshach. When my father left, all my mother 

thought about was how my brother was going to learn.  

As a child I saw how hard it was as a single parent to teach  

a small child. As he grew up, he started to speak more  

and he started to write more. 

We were so happy when we saw that he could write his 

name, do his numbers and phonics. The only problem 

we had with him was writing the numbers in to words. 

Sometimes I would cry because I couldn’t bear to think how 

life is going to be when he grows up. One of my family 

members told him that he will have to grow up without a 

father-figure. 

As we know it’s a new year now, so I told myself that I 

must put all negativity in the past and focus on positive 

stuff. Yesterday the 17/5/2021 my brother got his report and 

he received a 50% pass. My granny was satisfied with his 

progress and encouraged him to work even harder. In his 

report his teacher wrote, “Please encourage him to write 

more”. Every day we do that but he still does not listen. We 

are going to work even more with him now. When my 

mother saw his report, she cried because she was relieved 

and happy that her hard work had paid off. It is not always 

easy raising a boy-child, especially as my mother did not 

encounter any problems with me concerning my school work 

and listening to her. 

I have now told myself that I need to help out around the 

house and support my family even more. I want to finish 

school so that I can be accountable for myself and my family. 

And that’s my journey thus far … n
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In this book you will find ten 
good poems on different topics, 
including Love. It’s colourful and 
beautiful. I wrote this book with 
love and kindness.

Poetry Rocks

Thank God I am Still Alive 

Everytime I switch on the television 

I saw many people die

Everytime I switch on the radio 

I hear people die 

I thank God I am still alive. 

How long will this happen? 

People die like flies

People die like cockroaches 

Some people die because of accidents 

Some people die because of disease 

Thank God I am still alive. 

Sometimes I become scared 

But God protected me 

I am still alive today 

Thank God I am still alive.

Sinelizwi Felejane 
Grade 5

Nkululeko Primary 

Eastern Cape
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Made for Each Other 

You were made for my stability 

You were made for my sustainability 

You were made for my hospitality

You were made for my responsibility 

Can I leave? 

Can I breathe? 

How can I allow matters

of the Heart to separate us? 

We were made for each other

Obstacles may separate us 

Time will always find ways

to unite us

To bond us like birds on the nest 

For we care for each other.

Your ways will lead me to my destiny 

Your translations will take me to my riches

For jealousy will not succeed

For separation will not separate us. 

Me and you, my books,

We were made for each other.

Fun in the Sun 

I walk near the sea 

Sunglasses on my eyes 

Looking up into the sky 

The sun shine on my face 

Smiling in my face 

The sun smiles back to me 

It looks like it is happy 

It looks like it is joyful 

The waves jump like they are happy 

Go up and down the beach

My feet sink in the sand. 

At last the sun sets over the sea 

As if it was waving goodbye.
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Just for Love 

Love is what makes us laugh 

Love is what makes us cry

Love is what makes us wake-up every morning 

Love makes us strong 

Love makes us brave 

For Love is from God 

Love is patient 

Love is kind 

Love is not rude 

Love is not jealous 

Love does not delight in evil 

Rejoice, for love dances with truth 

We cry for cry 

We laugh for laugh 

We smile for smile 

We walk the walk just for love 

We talk the talk just for love 

Yes just for love 

Just for love

My School Days

What are school days?

What are school days? 

Days of first cries 

Days of focus 

Days of new beginnings 

It’s still clear in my mind 

It’s still very clear in my mind 

Days of collectiveness 

Days of cleanliness

Five days of new beginnings 

Five days of bright life 

Five days of sunshine 

Five days of building my future 

These are difficult times 

Some do not survive them 

Some do succeed 

Some achieve their goals 

School days are beautiful days 

School days are not loved by many 

School days are loved by others. 

But one thing’s true: school is memorable 

throughout someone’s life. 

C H I L D R E N  W R I T I N G  T O  G R O W  S M A R T  2 0 2 15 0 

We Grow Smart 2021 LImpopo Edition Part 02 Text Proof 2.indd   50 2021/09/23   1:48 PM



My Smile

My smile is my beauty 

My smile is my peace 

My smile is my smile 

My smile is the shine of my face 

My smile is lovely 

My smile is beautiful 

My smile is a gift from God 

I am proud of my smile 

My smile is the light to darkness 

My smile comes from my heart 

I love my smile 

I smile when I am happy 

I smile when I am with my friends 

I smile every day 

How Can I Be Silent?

How can I be silent 

When my Brothers and Sisters 

are being destroyed by drugs and alcohol? 

When my brothers and sisters 

Don’t have access to better education?

How can I be silent

when woman and child

abuse is a common thing 

in my country?

When criminals and drug dealers 

are role models 

for our youth?

How can I be silent

when the rich are becoming 

more rich 

at the expense of the poor?

And poor are becoming more poor 

when teenagers are becoming 

Mothers and Fathers. 

Not for one more time I can be silent!
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You Are On Your Own

Bad things happen to good people 

Good things happen to bad people 

Sometimes that’s the way life goes 

Sometimes life can be cruel 

and sometimes life can be 

good and smooth 

But you are on your own 

For your dreams to come true 

You need you and your mind 

Don’t ever stop believing 

Don’t ever depend on anyone 

For your life 

You are on your own; you are alone 

Many of your friends and family 

have fallen 

You got good friends and bad friends 

on the way

Your best friend can also be your worst enemy 

Yes that’s the way Life goes 

You are on your own
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Tears of Grief 

Tears of grief are not water 

water that can be wiped 

and forgotten; tears that 

come from a Painful Heart 

a Painful Heart that is Squashed 

and Smashed 

Tears of grief like a Painful Heart 

are red like blood 

In Joy and Happiness 

we cry tears of Joy. 

But tears that come from 

a squashed and smashed 

Heart cannot be wiped,

and cannot be forgotten 

Imagine the tears 

of that child who 

was raped by an old man 

that child will feel different 

From other children 

these are true tears of grief

Aids

You can be controlled they say 

You can not be cured they say 

I am not scared of you 

You are at people’s brain cases 

You run at high places 

Your grace is not seen 

Your smile is not known 

Families are left out 

Homes are no longer homes 

Our vocabularies are added 

with ‘fatherless’ and ‘motherless’ 

and ‘parentless’ 

Vigilance is part of character 

For a while we’ve missed our opportunities

for you have brainstormed us 

I will never allow you to touch that mind 

I will never allow you to kiss that soul 

never 

never again
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Ellie is a courageous little fairy who 
sometimes gets up to mischief 
with her fairy friends. Her mother 
reprimands her when she wanders 
too far from Fairy-Haven Valley. 
That’s because Lily, a fairy friend, 
experienced a catastrophe when 
the evil witch Jinx cast a spell on 
her. Ellie and her friends plot to 
force Jinx to reverse the spell. Will 
they be smart enough to outwit 
her?

Fairy Friends  
to the Rescue

“Ellie! Ellie! Wherever you are, come home this instant!” my 

mom Melody screeched in the distance. 

I was getting nervous because that tone of voice usually 

meant that I was in trouble. I flew home as fast as my little 

fairy wings would carry me. My mom stared at me with her 

emerald green eyes, dark with anger. 

“Ellie, your ears are so pointy, but you just don’t ever get the 

point! You know that you are not supposed to leave Fairy-

Haven Valley! It’s just too dangerous!” she said angrily. 

I felt terrible! I could see that my mom 

was really afraid and I was the cause of 

it. “I’m sorry Mom. I won’t leave Fairy-

Haven Valley ever again. I know the evil 

witches are out to get us and we 

all know what happened to Lily.” I 

hugged my mom as tight as I could 

and started with my chores. 

What happened to Lily was very tragic 

and her tale is known throughout 

our enchanted valley. Lily is ten 

years old, just like me, and one day 

she flew a little too far from home. 

Jinx was the most evil teenage witch 

around and she loved to fly around 

Tania Dumbreni
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on her broom with her crew, looking for a fairy to experiment 

on with the spells that she learnt at the Witches’ Academy. 

Lily wandered from the safety of the Valley with her friends 

and the witches cast a spell on her. Her friends managed to 

escape, but Lily came home that day walking, without her 

wings. That happened two months ago and Lily hasn’t even 

returned to school. She just cries all day and her parents are 

constantly trying to find a way to reverse the horrible spell.

What my mom didn’t know is that I was one of the fairies 

who managed to escape that awful day. I could’ve been Lily 

… Lily didn’t even want to go. She’s a bit of a scaredy-cat and I 

basically forced her to go and that’s what keeps bugging me. 
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So ever since that day, my fairy friends and I made a pact: 

we would do whatever it takes to reverse the spell. We tried 

everything possible. 

We knew that Jinx was the leader witch so we texted her, 

called her, and tried to make some kind of exchange. She just 

blocked all of our numbers. 

“Maybe we should try to capture her and force her to reverse 

the spell,” Eloise said seriously. 
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Avery laughed and said, “Yeah right! She will just cast a spell 

on us and then what?”

Suddenly I had the most magical idea! “I’ve got it! We all know 

that the one thing Jinx loves more than herself is her cat! Let’s 

steal her cat and make a trade!” 

Avery, Eloise, Poppy and Trixie all nodded in agreement, and 

that was when ‘Operation-Capture-Mr-Whiskers’ started.

We watched Mr Whiskers closely for one week and one 

day. Then, as Jinx reached for her broom to go on some evil 

adventure, we knew it was now or never! 

Avery threw a bag over the cat, I tied a string and off we flew 

as fast as possible. We didn’t know that Jinx was on her way 

back because she forgot her charger. We flew as fast as we 

could and she chased us on her broom, but we just made it 

safely into Fairy-Haven Valley. 

“Ellie! Ellie! Give me my cat! ” she screamed furiously from the 

other side of the gate. 

“I will only give you your cat if you reverse the spell on Lily!” I 

said firmly. 

She was quiet for a second and then responded, “Okay, I will 

reverse the spell.” Poppy flew to fetch Lily, who was still in her 

pyjamas and clueless about what was happening.

Jinx mumbled a few magical words and right before our eyes, 

Lily’s wings appeared! We let her cat go and she grabbed it 

then flew away wildly. 

We all flew home that day, promising never to go to 

dangerous places again, and not to ever force a friend to do 

the wrong thing.  n
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Sprinkles of Me is an anthology 
written by me, a 10 year old girl, 
and celebrates bits and pieces of 
my journey. I share about myself, 
my loving parents, BFFs, beloved 
school and so much more. This 
anthology uses different forms of 
transport to transport you to my 
world.

Sprinkles of Me

Adventure Awaits

The library buzzes when I step inside

Characters are activated and call out with pride

“Choose me! Choose me!” they cry out

Come hear what my story is all about

Princesses, queens and villains too

Animals and ordinary kids

It’s a reading rendezvous

I select only four

But promise them I’ll be back for more

Goodbye dear characters and thanks for your hospitality

I look forward to reading about your adventures and personality

Thelma Muyengwa
Grade 5

Belmor Primary

Western Cape
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The Belmor Ship

Belmor Primary School is a big ship sailing every day

We learn, we grow and of course during interval, we play

Our Principal is the captain and makes sure we are all on board

Our teacher ticks our names for the official record

Then our learning journey starts

Mathematics, Languages and Creative Arts

Natural Sciences, Life Skills and Social Sciences too

So many lessons – that’s only a sneak preview

We’ve been together for a very long time

We love the sound of the school bell’s chime

We sail through rough seas and stormy weather

All that matters is that we arrive together
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I Am …

I am laughter

I am brave

I am happily ever after

I am a tidal wave

I am unique

I am alive

I’m on a journey to seek

I’m on a mission to thrive

I am strong

I am young

My journey is still long

I speak in my mother tongue

I am me!

Siblings are Forever

My sister is a superstar

The coolest five year old by far

She sticks to me like glue

She thinks everything I say is true

Siblings is what we are!

To my Parents

My parents are simply the best

I am so very blessed

I value them for all that they sacrifice

I appreciate their love and advice

They provide for my every need

They do everything in their power so that  

I can succeed

They take time out to hear about my day

They also take time out to laugh and play

I honour my father and my mother too

They are my best friends and that is true

I will always try to make them glad

I truly love my mom and dad
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The Pain of the Pandemic

COVID-19 killed so many people

Who knew that their loved ones would  

not come home?

Many are shattered

Their hearts are in pieces

How will it ever be fixed again?

Will the sun shine in their lives?

Will their lips know how to smile?

Will they be able to live again without pain?

Only time will tell …

What about work?

So many are hungry

So many are homeless

So many are hopeless

Will they be able to get a job?

Will they be able to provide?

Will they ever know happiness and  

a home again?

Only time will tell …

I Am a Child of This Land

I am a child from Africa and pride flows within

When I see the sun arise in the morning I know 

we always win

Every day brings new opportunities

For everyone in our colourful communities

No matter what challenges we face

As long as we have one another to embrace

We are different, but united

Oppressed sometimes, but still excited

Because we are a rainbow nation

We are a hopeful generation

Determined to do better and achieve

Never letting anyone steal our dreams
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My BFFs

My friends are so precious to me

When I am with them I can just be free

Free to be Thelma, no pretences

Free to have fun and lots of adventures

We chat, we laugh and certainly sing

We love each other, that’s the thing

They make my day and they definitely get me

I need them like I need Vitamin C!

Transport Tales

The taxi fetches me early in the morning

Sometimes it pulls up without any warning

I have to be ready if I want to get to school

You have to be on time, that’s the golden rule

There’s a lot of yawning and soon we’re all 

awake

Chattering away and making the driver’s ears 

ache

After many twists and turns

We arrive at school, ready to learn

When the bell dismisses us

We happily run to our minibus!
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Teachers Matter

My teachers are incredibly important to me

Because of their efforts one day I’ll have a Degree

They teach us many life lessons

They’re able to do many character impressions

They nurture us like small little seeds

They go out of their way to do many kind deeds

They uplift us when we are feeling down

They can be a doctor, cook and even a clown!

Where would we be without our teachers?

They are truly magical creatures!
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This is a collection of the top three stories for each 

province written by learners in the Eastern Cape, 

Limpopo and the Western Cape for the 2021 

Growsmart Story Writing Competition. Growsmart 

is a CSI initiative by Growthpoint Properties.

These stories share the creativity, experiences, hopes  

and dreams of a diverse group of young people.  The  

book’s design showcases the writers’ voices through  

layout and careful use of their illustrations.
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